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This chart shows you what happens if you don’t make a Will.  Note that if you’re married, all your 
property won’t necessarily go to your spouse.  The rules for Northern Ireland and Scotland are different. 

IF YOU ARE MARRIED 

IFA Fact Files 
“Rules of Intestacy” 

Do you have children? 

Spouse gets it all.NoIs your Estate worth more 
than £200,000? 

Do you have parents? 

Spouse gets it all. 

Spouse gets £200k and life interest 
in half the remainder balance to 

parents.

Do you have brothers or sisters?
Spouse gets £200k and life interest 

in half the remainder balance to 
brothers and sisters. 

Is your Estate worth more than 
£200,000?

Spouse gets £125k and life interest 
in half the remainder balance to 

children.
Yes

Yes

Yes

No

Yes

No

No
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IF YOU ARE NOT MARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have parents? 

Shared equally between them. Do you have children? 

Shared equally between them. 
 

Shared equally between them. 

Do you have grandparents? 

Yes

Yes

Yes

No 

No 

No 

No 

Shared equally between them. 

Do you have Aunts & Uncles? 

Shared equally between them. 

Yes

No 

Crown gets it all. 
 

Do you have brothers or sisters? 
 

Yes




